
Walk 10        RICHMOND PARK, LADDERSTILE GATE AND WIMBLEDON COMMON

Distance: 7 or 9 miles

The walk starts at Pembroke Lodge car park, Richmond Gate or Petersham Gate 
(see Buses below). It connects Richmond Park with Wimbledon Common by two 
different routes, over varied terrain and with a wide range of views without any 
retracing of steps. It includes some of the best-loved features of the Park and 
Common, such as Isabella Plantation, the Windmill and Pen Ponds with, by way of
contrast, a short section through the exclusive residential area of Coombe. Three 
alternative routes are given across Wimbledon Common.

[NB. This walk can be muddy in winter, especially across Wimbledon Common]

This walk was revised in December 2014

Buses: 65 or 371 to the Dysart Arms, entering Richmond Park by at Petersham Gate 
and turning half-left to take a wide uphill path. Go through another gate at the top and 
turn right through Pembroke Lodge Gardens to the car park. Or 371 to Richmond Hill 
(American University stop) to start the walk at Richmond Gate. 

Station: Richmond Station: Walk through town and up Richmond Hill or take buses as 
above.

Car Parking: Pembroke Lodge car park. 

Refreshments: Pembroke Lodge (open 9am-5.30pm or park closing time if earlier) and 
Windmill café, Wimbledon Common.
 
Toilets: Richmond Gate, Pembroke Lodge Gardens, Isabella Plantation (at north and 
near south gates), Wimbledon café and (on return route) at Robin Hood Gate. Facilities 
for wheelchair users at Pembroke Lodge Gardens and Isabella Plantation (north gate)

Wheelchair Ramble: Directions are given at the end of the walk description.

WALK DETAILS

From Richmond Gate: Enter via the left-hand pedestrian gate and go ahead to cross 
the road after the roundabout and immediately before the wooden gates. Take the right-
hand of two grassy tracks (heading SSE) through trees and keeping roughly 150 yards 
away from the north-south roadway. Pass by the new (2012) (locked) Tercentenary 
Gates to Sidmouth Wood. After about 650 yards turn left at a fenced-in old tree stump to 
go through a kissing gate into Sidmouth Wood.

From Pembroke Lodge car park: Cross the road and go directly towards the railings of 
Sidmouth Wood. At the path near the railings turn left and follow the path to a kissing 
gate leading into the wood.

Go through the wood and out by the gate at the far side. From this gate turn half right 
along a clear grassed track, walk forward in a roughly southerly direction to join an 



earth track to the right. Go forward and cross the broad earth track coming up from Pen 
Ponds and soon White Ash Lodge will come into view.

Turn left to pass the Lodge and after 100 yards take the right hand fork (heading SE). 
Take the next right hand fork (heading S) eventually coming to a tarmacked cycle route.
Go straight across to reach the car park and gate to Isabella Plantation.

Go through the gate into the Isabella Plantation and go past the new toilet block to Peg’s
Pond. Follow the path either side of the stream to the gate (Broomfield Hill Gate) at the 
far side; diverging in any direction to enjoy the woodland garden. The plantation is 
famous for the glorious colours of the azaleas and rhododendrons in early summer, but 
is attractive all year round. [There is also a small toilet block near to and about 200 yards
west of the southern gate.] 

From the exit gate turn right and take the grassy track heading SSW. Go ahead to meet 
the park perimeter road. Carry on straight across to Ladderstile Gate, keeping to the left 
of the horse ride. 

Exit by this gate and go down the short approach road to the A308 at Kingston Hill. 
Cross this to Warren Road opposite, noting the plaque to General Dwight D Eisenhower,
and follow this pleasant residential road nearly half a mile to take Warren Cutting, a 
turning on the left. At the end of this road, bear right then left, following the road round to 
go though a white gate. Go forward to pass the club house and down to the main road 
(A238). [The right of way is shown continuing down Warren Road, but there will probably
be no objection to this short cut]. Turn sharp left into Coombe Hill Road and follow this 
one third of a mile until it ends by turning sharp right to Henley Drive. Go ahead through 
the railings to the Kingston Bypass (A3) and cross by the footbridge. Go down the steps 
and in 100 yards turn right to follow a small path beside the sports club to a bridge 
across the Beverly Brook on the edge of Wimbledon Common.

Here there is a choice of three different routes, (a) shorter route to Robin Hood Gate by 
following Beverley Brook, (b) to the Windmill via Caesar’s Camp, or (c) to the Windmill 
across the Common.

(a) Shorter walk to Robin Hood Gate (total 7 miles)

Turn left at the bridge and follow the path alongside Beverley Brook for just over a mile, 
passing another bridge and several paths off to the right. Cross a wooden bridge on the 
left, turn right and keep to the right-hand side of playing fields. Turn right through a gap 
in the trees and follow path to reach the A3. Cross at the pedestrian crossing point to 
reach Robin Hood Gate.

(b) To the Windmill via Caesar’s Camp (total 9 miles)

At the bridge keep on in the same forward direction along a path through trees, ignoring 
path on left to Fishpond Wood NR and later crossing tracks. Continue slightly uphill on a 
stony path bordered by a narrow belt of trees. Go through a wire fence and cross a track
to a wire-fenced path running uphill through a golf course. Towards the top of the rise is 
Caesar’s Camp, an iron-age fort. Look out for information plaques. The fort was 
surrounded by a circular earthwork about 300 yards in diameter, with two ramparts and a
ditch in between them.



[NB. The next bit can be tricky so follow the instructions carefully]

Shortly thereafter turn left down a lane marked to Warren Farm. The lane bends to the 
left and passes some low wooden posts on the right. Ignore these but turn right a short 
while later between three taller white posts. Go forward on a path through a strip of 
woodland. This emerges at a clearing, bear left (watching out for golfers on the tee to the
left), go through the mounds ahead and turn right onto a track leading to a car park and 
white painted cottage. A few yards before the white gates and railings of the car park, 
turn left and go forwards to meet two cross tracks. Turn left on the second track, go past 
a golf green on the right, up to a crossing track. Cross this and take the small path to the
left of a seat. Ignore further crossing tracks until reaching a wide horse ride. Turn right up
to a road. Turn left at a white post and follow the wide roadway up to the Windmill.

(c) To the Windmill by Wimbledon Common (total 9 miles)

Turn left at the bridge and follow Beverley Book three-quarters of a mile to a stone and 
brick bridge. Ignoring the first path on the right, take the next one beyond which 
becomes a wide bridle path climbing up through woods. Continue on the sandy 
bridleway until reaching a small crossing path. Turn left here and continue ahead on this 
path across first one and later two more golf fairways – watch out for golfers - with 
intervening woodland. After crossing the third fairway, join and follow the Capital Ring. 
Pass Queensmere Pond on the left and climb towards the Windmill.

Walks (b) and (c) continue here

The Windmill is a combined smock and post mill and bears a plaque commemorating the
republication in 2007 (on the centenary of the scouting association) of Robert Baden-
Powell’s `Scouting for Boys’. Baden-Powell wrote part of the book whilst living here. Just
round the corner from the Windmill are some excellent tea rooms, also public toilets.

Take the clear path starting at the mid-point of the western side of the car park. [This is 
part of the Capital Ring but is unsigned at this point (2014).]. Follow this path down to 
Queensmere Pond. Follow the path either side of the pond to some iron railings at the 
pond outlet. Turn away from the pond, to follow a path for about 70 yards to a horse 
gallop – which can be very muddy. Turn left to follow a path along the ride to a point 
where there are two tracks to the right. Take the second of these and head towards the 
1914-18 War Memorial. Cross the large playing fields and, keeping to the left of the 
pavilion, cross the brick bridge over Beverley Brook to reach the A3 and pedestrian 
crossing point to Robin Hood Gate.

Walks (a), (b) and (c) continue here 

Inside Robin Hood Gate there are more public toilets. Walk across the small car park to 
the `In’ sign, to take an indistinct path facing across the road. When this path emerges 
into the open below Spankers Hill Wood, leave it to climb more directly towards the hill, 
aiming at a gap between fenced enclosures just below the wood. Beyond them turn right
for 70 yards, climb up through oak trees for about 200 yards, bear left up to the top of 
the hill and, just after the top, bear left to head down to the road above Pen Ponds. 
Continue ahead over the grass to the causeway between the ponds. Beyond the ponds, 



turn left by the shore of the higher one but fork right after a few yards. Keep on this path 
for the remainder of this walk. It climbs gently, crosses a horse ride, continues by the 
side of (Sidmouth) Wood, crosses the outward route near White Ash Lodge and soon 
leads to Pembroke Lodge.

WHEELCHAIR RAMBLERS
(21/4 miles from car park, 31/4 miles from Richmond Gate)

The main walkers’ route includes the woodland gardens of Isabella Plantation and the 
gardens of Pembroke Lodge, both most attractive places and easily accessible to the 
disabled. There are a number of parking spaces for blue badge holders at both 
Pembroke Lodge and Isabella Plantation. The latter can also be accessed to drop 
off/pick up disabled passengers. Both of these locations have toilets adapted for 
disabled persons’ use.

Walk Details:

From Richmond Gate: From the left-hand side pedestrian entry gate, proceed for 
approx. 50 yards and cross the road with care. Follow the tarmacked path (which is part 
of the Tamsin Trail and is shared with cyclists) turns into an earthen path to Pembroke 
Lodge, the attractive gardens of which can be visited at the start or end of the ramble.  
There is a fine view of the Thames Valley from the terrace behind Pembroke Lodge.
Carry on with the ramble as below

From Pembroke Lodge car park: 
Continue along the path parallel to the road for three-quarters of a mile. At Ham Cross a 
sign points to Isabella Plantation. Cross the road and go down the road facing you 
labelled `No Entry Except for Disabled Permit Holders and Cyclists’. Continue down this 
quiet road for 300 yards to another sign to Isabella Plantation 

After visiting the Plantation, return the same way.

Opening Times 
WINDMILL MUSEUM: April to October: Saturday 2-5pm; Sunday and Bank Holidays 
11am-5pm. Admission Charge – Adults - £2; concessions and children - £1.
[2014 prices]

PETERSHAM LODGE: Café: 9 am – 5.30 pm (or park closing time if earlier) (except 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day .Gardens: Open daylight hours.


